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Simons,  owner  of  M.B.  Simons  &  Associates  of 
N'ar berth,  Pennsylvania,  died  on  November  15,  1981 
after  a  lengthy  illness.  Britt  was  an  early  member  of 
LSCC  and  continued  to  support  club  activities  over  the 
vears.  Fie  had  placed  an  ad  in  each  of  the  first  22 
issues  of  the  Journal  and  the  club  is  indebted  to  his 
continuing  support,  especially  in  the  early  years  when 
M*e  were  just  beginning  to  develop  our  publication 
format  for  the  Journal. 
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those  interested  in  the  science  of  numismatics. 
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The  Four  Reverses  of  the 
Carson  City  Sested  Dollars 

by 

John  Kroon 

Carson  City  dollars  in  the  Seated  series  have  proven  to  be  very  rare 
with  a  total  mintage  of  less  than  20,000  pieces  for  the  four  dates  from 
1870-CC  to  1873-CC.  Recent  research  has  uncovered  the  use  of  four  re- 
verses appearing  for  the  1870-CC  date.  Each  reverse  can  be  distinguished 
from  the  others  by  the  placement  of  the  mintmark  on  the  reverse  under 
the  eagle.  The  major  reference  point  for  distinguishing  the  mintmark  posi- 
tioning will  be  an  imaginary  line  that  connects  the  right  edge  of  the  upper 
serif  of  the  E  in  ONE  with  the  left  edge  of  the  feather  tip  below  the  olive 
stem.  All  four  reverses  have  mintmarks  that  were  made  from  the  same 
die  punch  with  each  C  measuring  1.1mm  tall  and  0.8mm  wide.  Particular 
characteristics  for  each  die  are  given  below. 

Reverse  1.  This  reverse  known  only  for  the  1870-CC  dollar.  The  closely 
spaced  CC  variety.  The  serif  of  the  left  C  is  positioned  under  the  feather 
tip  and  the  right  edge  of  the  left  C  is  positioned  further  to  the  right  than 
the  right  edge  of  the  E.  Left  C  very  close  to  the  feather  tip.  The  right  C  is 
about  50%  left  of  the  crotch  between  the  feather  and  the  stem  and  is 
closer  to  the  stem. 
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?Q7f  nl  I'  u  reVGrSe  US6d  t0  Strike  1870"CC  dollars  and  a"  known 
1871-CC  dollars.  A  widely  spaced  CC  variety.  The  right  edge  of  the  left  C 

is  positioned  to  the  left  of  the  right  edge  of  the  E.  Left  C  distant  from 
the  feather  tip.  The  left  C  slants  about  5°  down  toward  the  imaginary  line 
connecting  the  right  edge  of  the  E  with  the  feather  tip.  The  right  C  is 
about  80%  left  of  the  crotch  between  the  feather  and  the  stem  The  right 
C  is  distant  from  both  the  feather  and  the  stem  and  about  the  same  dis- 
tance from  both. 


Reverse  3.  This  reverse  used  to  strike  1870-CC  dollars  and  all  known 
1872-CC  dollars.  A  widely  spaced  CC  variety.  The  right  edge  of  the  left  C 
is  positioned  to  the  left  of  the  right  edge  of  the  E.  Left  C  distant  from 
the  feather  tip.  The  right  edge  of  the  left  C  is  parallel  to  the  imaginary 
line  connecting  the  right  edge  of  the  E  with  the  feather  tip.  The  right  C  is 
about  80%  left  of  the  crotch  between  the  feather  and  the  stem.  The  right 
C  is  distant  from  both  the  feather  and  the  stem  and  about  the  same  dis- 
tance from  both.  A  die  line  is  visible  on  the  denticle  that  is  located  just 
left  of  the  upright  of  the  letter  L.  This  die  line  runs  from  the  upper  left 
edge  of  the  denticle  out  toward  the  letter  O. 
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Reverse  3 


Reverse  4.  This  reverse  used  to  strike  1870-CC  dollars  and  all  known 
1873-CC  dollars.  A  widely  spaced  CC  variety.  The  serif  of  the  left  C  is 
positioned  under  the  feather  tip  and  the  right  edge  of  the  left  C  is  almost 
directly  in  line  with  the  right  edge  of  the  E.  Left  C  very  close  to  the  fea- 
ther tip.  The  right  C  is  about  30%  left  of  the  crotch  between  the  feather 
and  the  stem  and  is  much  closer  to  the  stem. 


The  pictures  of  the  four  reverses  have  been  provided  by  Kam  Ahwash. 
The  arrows  were  added  to  the  pictures  in  a  few  places  to  more  clearly 
identify  the  area  of  the  pictures  that  was  being  described. 
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PHIL-CO 


Satisfaction  Completely  Guaranteed 
ANA  Grading 

P.O.  Box  9586  Add  Postage  on  Orders  Under  $100 

O'Fallon,  Missouri  63366       Missouri  Residents  Add  Sales  Tax 


Jerry  Phillips   LSCC  #475 


HALF  DIMES  QUARTERS 

1837  AU  $275      1849       VG  $33 

1838  0     No  Stars  V-1  Very  small  1849       VG  +  38 

rim  nick  5:30  on  obverse.  1849       VF  70 

Nice  VF-XF  325      1851        Fine  75 

1840  0     N->  Drapery  VG  12      1852       F-VF  100 

1845/1845  XF   125      1853/4    VF+  +  275 

1853       No  Arrows  VG-F  50     JB54-0  Huge  0VF  +  +  +  .........  450 

1869-S    VF+   210 

1870       VG-F  80 


DIMES 


1838  Small  Stars  VF  $70 

1840  With  Drapery,  Fine  68 

1841-0  VF-XF  35 

1856  Large  Date  VF  30 

1856-0  Date  Recut  Down  VG  12 

1859-S  Fine  100 

1869  XF  70 

1870  Choice  XF  +  70 

1890-S  VG   9 

1890-S  Fine  15 


HALF  DOLLARS 


1839       No  Drapery  XF  $280 

1841       AU  225 

1854-0     Entire  Obverse  Doubled. 

Very  Sharp  strike.  Light  Gold 

Tone.  XF+   250 

1859-S    VF-XF  55 

1874-CC  Good  90 

1884       VG  215 


QUARTERS 

1841        VF-XF  $160 

1842-  0     Small  Date  VG  280 

1843-  0     XF-AU  200 

1848       VG  45 


DOLLARS 

1846       VF+  $155 

1859-S    G-VG  Small  Dig  Rev. 

Field  125 

1872       F/VF  125 
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Additional  Comments  on  the 
187S-CC  Dollar  Reverse 

by 

Ron  Severs 

I  have  just  recently  purchased  an  1870-CC  dollar  with  the  same  reverse 
as  the  1872-CC  dollar  that  you  described  in  Issue  #22  of  the  Journal.  As 
the  1870-CC  reverse  is  obviously  the  "Motherhood"  die,  a  description  is 
given  below. 

1870-CC  Reverse  Die: 

1.  Arrowheads  well  defined  and  all  are  separated  from  each  other. 

2.  Point  of  feather  closer  to  first  C  in  mintmark  than  the  second. 

3.  Slight  die  polishing  bevel  between  field  and  eagle's  left  wing  crook. 

4.  Die  scratch  juts  up  from  denticles  diagonally  to  the  left  appearing 
directly  under  the  left  bottom  point  of  L  in  DOL. 

5.  Space  between  leaves  and  berries  overpolished  and  bevelled  with 
respect  to  the  field  depth. 

6.  Die  line  connecting  top  of  denticles  over  ST  in  STATES. 

1872-CC  Reverse  Die  ■  Same  as  1870-CC  above  with  the  following  addi- 
tions. 

7.  Second  C  in  mintmark  shows  doubling  at  outer  curve  line. 

8.  The  O  in  DOL  also  shows  repunch  doubling  on  outer  curve  at  11 
o'clock  and  inner  curve  at  5  o'clock. 

9.  Bottom  of  crossbar  in  the  final  A  of  AMERICA  shows  repunch 
doubling. 
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The  Transitional  1858  Half  Dollar 

by 

David  Lange 

Collectors  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage  are  familiar  with  the  hub  change 
that  occurred  in  the  reverse  of  the  half  dollar  in  1842.  The  hub  in  use  from 
1839  through  1841  was  replaced  by  one  having  a  bolder  eagle  and  larger 
lettering.  Less  well  known,  however,  is  the  second  change  which  oc- 
curred in  1858.  The  distinction  between  the  reverse  hub  of  1842-1857  and 
the  new  hub  of  1858  is  not  so  obvious  as  in  the  first  case  and  thus,  has 
received  little  attention  in  the  past.  While  the  former  is  clearly  noted  in 
the  "Red  Book",  the  hub  change  of  1858  is  not  even  included  as  a  foot- 
note. 

As  the  reverse  hub  of  1842-1857  will  appear  on  some  halves  dates  as 
late  as  1864,  it  is  necessary  to  learn  how  to  distinguish  between  the  old 
hub  and  the  new  hub  before  one  can  declare  that  a  coin  of  this  period 
is  of  either  Type  I  or  Type  II.  The  easiest  way  to  spot  the  new  reverse  is 
to  look  at  the  letter  L  in  HALF.  The  base  of  the  L  will  extend  only  a  short 
distance  from  the  upright  on  Type  I  coins,  while  Type  II  pieces  will  show 
the  base  extending  further  from  the  upright  and  well  beyond  the  top  serif 
of  the  L.  A  little  time  spent  studying  both  types  will  enable  one  to  spot 
them  immediately  and  will  also  reveal  some  other  distinguishing  fea- 
tures. Most  notable  among  these  is  that  the  overall  relief  of  the  Type  II 
hub  is  much  lower,  with  the  result  that  the  features  and  letters  are  less 
ponderous  and  more  attractive. 

The  new  reverse  was  introduced  in  1858  and  at  first  appeared  only  on 
coins  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  where  it  was  used  exclusively  after  1860 
until  the  adoption  of  the  motto  type  reverse  in  1866.  The  branch  mints 
had  adequate  stocks  of  dies  on  hand  made  from  the  old  hub  and  did  not 
immediately  request  new  dies.  The  New  Orleans  Mint  was  seized  by  the 
Confederacy  in  1861  and,  as  a  result,  struck  halves  of  the  second  type 
only  in  the  years  1860  and  1861.  The  San  Francisco  Mint  began  using 
Type  II  reverse  dies  in  1862.  In  that  year,  and  again  in  1864,  it  struck  coins 
from  both  Type  I  and  Type  II  dies.  In  1863,  1865,  and  1866,  only  dies  from 
the  new  hub  were  used.  More  information  regarding  the  San  Francisco 
Mint  halves  can  be  found  in  Issues  #5  and  #14  of  the  Journal. 

Since  the  transitional  varieties  of  the  Type  I  and  Type  II  S-Mint  half 
dollars  had  already  been  well-researched  by  members  of  the  LSCC,  and  I 
had  not  seen  the  New  Orleans  varieties,  I  decided  to  direct  my  efforts 
toward  the  Philadelphia  issues.  As  I  mentioned  above,  the  Type  II  reverse 
was  used  exclusively  after  1860  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  While  I  had 
assumed  that  this  would  be  the  only  reverse  type  evident  on  halves  dated 
1859,  the  first  one  that  I  bought,  and  the  next  few  seen,  were  struck  from 
dies  made  from  the  old  hub.  In  fact,  it  was  just  recently  that  I  acquired 
my  first  example  of  the  Type  II  1859  half  dollar.  Confirmation  of  both 
varieties  for  the  year  1858  came  from  Randy  Wiley,  who  also  prepared  the 
accompanying  table. 
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1859  Half  Dollar,  Type  I  Reverse  Hub. 


1859  Half  Dollar,  Type  II  Reverse  Hub. 

The  coins  illustrated  are  both  Philadelphia  Mint  halves  dated  1859.  The 
Type  I  piece  is  variety  3Aa  in  M.L.  Beistle's  book  A  Register  of  Half 
Dollar  Die  Varieties  and  Sub-Varieties.  The  Type  II  half  is  variety  2aB. 
Both  have  145  reeds,  the  normal  gauge  for  Philadelphia  halves  of  this 
period.  I've  been  researching  the  reeding  oauges  used  with  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dollars  for  some  time  now,  and  I  hope  to  have  an  article 
ready  for  some  future  issue  of  The  Gobrecht  Journal.  John  McCloskey 
has  indicated  to  me  that  he  is  doing  a  similar  study,  and  I  imagine  others 
are  as  well. 
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One  thing  to  be  aware  of  with  the  Type  I  and  Type  II  half  dollars  is  that 
circulated  pieces  of  different  types  can't  be  graded  by  the  same  stand- 
ards. The  lower  relief  of  the  Type  II  hub  causes  the  reverse  to  wear  more 
slowly  than  the  obverse  on  any  given  example.  If  the  standards  based  on 
the  Type  I  halves  are  applied  to  coins  with  the  Type  II  reverse,  the  result 
will  be  a  split  grade,  with  the  reverse  scoring  a  half-grade  higher  than  the 
obverse  in  most  cases.  This  has  been  a  particular  problem  for  me  in  my 
attempts  to  acquire  accurately  graded  Type  II  halves.  Dealers,  impressed 
with  the  sharpness  of  a  coin's  reverse,  will  grade  it  extremely  fine,  even 
though  the  obverse  is  lacking  the  requisite  sharpness.  In  passing,  it's 
worth  mentioning  that  this  problem  also  occurs  with  motto  type  half  dol- 
lars, since  they  too  feature  a  low-relief  reverse. 

Reverse  Hub  Varieties  -  Half  Dollars  1858-1865 


Philadelphia        San  Francisco        New  Orleans 
Type  I     Type  II     Type  I     Type  II     Type  I     Type  II 


1858 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1859 

 *. — 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1860 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1861 

X 

X 

X 

1862 

X 

X 

X 

1863 

X 

X 

1864 

X 

X 

X 

1865 

X 



X 

This  table  listing  the  known  reverse  hub  varieties  for  the  Seated  half  dol- 
lars was  prepared  by  Randy  Wiley  for  presentation  in  the  journal.  This 
information  was  obtained  from  his  own  personal  research  on  the  series 
as  well  as  information  that  he  gathered  from  the  half  dollar  census.  While 
there  is  no  recognition  of  the  introduction  of  the  new  hub  given  in  the 
Red  Book,  Scott's  Encyclopedia  by  Don  Taxay  does  recognize  the  intro- 
duction of  the  new  hub  for  halves  of  1859.  The  discovery  of  the  existence 
of  the  1858  Type  II  half  is  credited  to  Randy  Wiley. 

Randy  says  that  his  experience  with  the  hub  varieties  indicates  that 
many  collectors  and  dealers  have  trouble  identifying  the  two  hubs.  While 
the  letter  L  in  HALF  is  shaped  differently  for  the  two  hubs  it  is  frequently 
difficult  to  identify  the  hubs  without  seeing  them  side  by  side.  Randy  has 
therefore  identified  another  key  feature  that  can  provide  identification  of 
the  two  hubs.  He  states  that  the  Type  II  hub  varieties  of  this  period  all 
have  a  circular  die  defect  along  the  outside  edge  of  the  left  leg  just  below 
the  area  where  the  wing  joins  the  left  leg  of  the  eagle.  The  defect  is 
clearly  visible  on  high  grade  pieces  but  is  often  difficult  to  see  on  an 
average  circulated  coin.  The  pictures  of  the  two  1859  halves  were  taken 
by  Tom  Mulvaney  at  Paramount  Rare  Coin  Corp.  in  Englewood,  Ohio. 

HA  The  Editor 


Seated  Coins 

This  is  our  first  ad  in  The  Gobrecht  Journal,  although  we  have 
been  serious  dealers  in  Seated  material  for  10  years.  We  are  Life 
Members  of  A.N. A.  and  LSCC  Member  #007.  Want  lists  are  actively 
solicited—  if  you  don't  see  what  you're  looking  for,  we  can  probably 
locate  it.  A  phone  call  is  suggested  on  any  of  the  coins  below  as  most 
are  one-of-a-kind.  Thanks. 


HALF  DIME 

1868  Proof-60  light  toning  . . .  .$  495 
DIMES 

1839-0    EF-AU45  +   $85 

1840       WD    AG-G  15 

1845-0    VG  obv.  scr  12 

1847       VF-25rev.  scr  20 

1852  EF-40  32 

1852-0    F-12  15 

1853  VF-30  arrs  14 

1857      VF-35+   22 

1857-0    EF-40  35 

1860       VF-35+   18 

1861-  S    F-15  It.  obv.  scr  18 

1862-  S    VF-30  57 

1863       VG-10  85 

1863-  S    VF-20  45 

1864-  S    VF-20  45 

1 865-  S    VF-20  obv.  mks  30 

1865-  S    VF-25  50 

1866-  S    VF-20  45 

1868-  S    VG-10  15 

1869-  S    VF-20  25 


DIMES  (cont.) 

1870-  S    F-15  $  75 

1871-  S    VF-20  45 

1874-S    VG-8  22 

1886-S    VF-20  28 

1889-S    VF-25  35 

QUARTERS 

1844-0    VF-35+  Nice  $75 

1848       EF-40  sm.  scr.  obv  110 

1849-0    EF-40  +  Rare!  3500 

1851-0    AG  no  problems  — 

just  wear  60 

1851-0    F-15  obv.  mks  235 

HALVES 

1840       sm.  letters  F-15   $125 

1858       EF-40/  45  orig  60 

1862       AU-50  cleaned  195 

1873       arrs.  VF-35   100 

1877-  CC  VF-20   27 

1878-  CC  AU-50  Scarce  1250 


COMPANY  POLICY: 

Satisfaction  100%  Guaranteed—  Full  14  Day  Return  Privilege—  Personal 
Checks  Must  Clear—  Penna,  Residents  must  Include  6%  Sales  Tax—  All  Orders 
Must  include  82.00  Postage  &  Ins. 


Fort  Pitt  Numismatics,  Inc. 

116  SMITHFIELD  STREET 
PITTSBURGH,  PA.  15222 
(412)  391-0234 

LIFE  MEMBER  MEMBER 
ANA-  L.S.C.C. 
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Seated  Half  Dollar  Drapery  Die  States 

by 

William  B.  Bugert 

As  any  Seated  half  dollar  enthusiast  probably  knows  there  are  too  few 
references  for  the  series.  Perhaps  the  only  available  are  these  three: 
Beistle's  "A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  and  Sub-varieties", 
Scott's  "Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Coins",  and  the  recently  published  "Go- 
brecht  Journal"  which  covers  all  series  of  the  Seated  design.  Additional 
information  must  be  extensively  researched  from  years  of  studying  coins. 
I  have  spent  considerable  time  and  effort  on  the  Seated  half  series  to 
quell  some  of  my  own  questions  and  periodically  present  it  in  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  to  encourage  others  to  contribute  additional  information. 

Prompted  by  a  recent  Coin  World  reader's  inquiry  as  to  the  rarity  of  an 
1846-0  no  drapery  Seated  half  dollar  (March  25,  1981  issue)  I  decided  to 
report  related  information  as  an  aid  to  LSCC  members.  As  a  point  of 
clarification,  with  the  exception  of  the  1839  no  drapery  half,  no  drapery 
Seated  half  dollars  are  die  states  of  varieties.  Die  states  are  not  neces- 
sarily varieties  but  what  Beistle  calls  sub-varieties.  They  are  minute  or 
obvious  changes  (more  often  than  not  accidental  changes  as  with  clash 
marks)  in  the  working  dies  used  to  strike  varieties. 

In  scrutinizing  the  obverse  design  of  the  Seated  half  dollar  it  appears 
that  the  drapery  is  the  lowest  portion  of  the  device;  reversely,  it  is  the 
highest  portion  of  the  obverse  die.  Therefore  when  the  die  was  periodically 
polished  by  mint  employees  the  drapery  was  in  some  cases  ultimately 
removed.  Consequently  planchets  when  struck  from  this  "over-polished" 
die  are  without  drapery.  No  drapery  coins  are  thus  created  (see  photos 
of  with  and  without  drapery  half  dollar  specimens). 

Of  the  three  forementioned  references,  Beistle  lists  the  most  halves 
without  drapery  including  these  dates:  1839,  1845-0,  1846-0,  1853-0, 
1855-S,  1856-S,  1858,  1858-0,  1861-0,  1869-S,  1870-CC,  1870-S,  and  1877-S. 
I  have  searched  for  and  have  encountered  other  Beistle  unlisted  no 
drapery  half  dollars:  1865,  1873  Arrows,  (Large  arrows  type)  and  the  1877. 
This  brings  the  total  that  are  familiar  to  me  to  16  different  dates  and 
mints:  five  '0'  mint,  five  'S'  mint,  five  'P'  mint  and  only  one  'CC  mint.  I 
would  like  to  dwell  on  each  individually. 

1839:  As  mentioned  earlier  this  date  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  only 
year  in  which  the  no  drapery  design  was  intentional.  Consequently  it  is 
usually  collected  as  a  type  coin  and  accordingly  demands  a  premium 
price.  But  exercise  caution  when  purchasing  this  no  drapery  variety.  I 
have  seen  an  1839  no  drapery  half  dollar  that  was  a  die  state  of  the 
drapery  variety.  Fortunately  the  intentional  1839  has  a  discernible  ob- 
verse design.  The  rock  upon  which  liberty  rests  is  larger  than  on  all  later 
obverse  dies.  If  in  doubt  when  purchasing  this  date  please  be  sure  to 
compare  the  obverse  with  a  later  date  half. 
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An  1875-S  Half  with  An  1870-S  Half  with 

Strong  Drapery  from  Elbow.  No  Drapery  from  Elbow. 


1845-  0:  Beistle  lists  two  different  die  states  without  drapery.  This  is 
probably  the  most  popular  of  the  no  drapery  die  states  as  it  is  listed  in 
many  current  price  lists  but  it  is  not  the  most  common.  Because  it  is  the 
most  popular  many  dealers  are  quick  to  charge  a  rather  large  premium. 
This  date  appears  in  two  obverse  die  varieties  without  drapery:  the 
normal  and  recut  dates.  Beistle  calls  this  recut  date  variety  "exceedingly 
rare"  but  my  experience  shows  that  although  it  is  scarce,  it  is  generally 
available  to  the  interested  collector.  Note:  There  are  a  multitude  of  1845-0 
recut  date  varieties:  the  triple  date,  double  date  with  date  recut  left, 
double  date  with  date  recut  right,  and  the  repunched  '5'  date.  The  triple 
date  and  date  recut  right  are  extremely  rare;  the  date  recut  left  is  the  no 
drapery  die  state. 

1846-  0:  Beistle  lists  six  different  die  states  without  drapery.  This  is 
probably  one  of  the  most  commonly  available  no  drapery  halves  and 
every  one  I've  seen  has  been  of  the  medium  date  variety.  However  there 
are  a  few  obverse  varieties  each  without  drapery  with  the  most  notable 
and  rarest,  the  1846/5-0.  Others  include  the  normal  and  recut  dates. 
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1853-0:  Beistle  lists  three  different  die  states  without  drapery.  This  date 
has  the  distinction  of  having  arrows  and  rays  and  is  greatly  hoarded  as  a 
type  coin. 

1855-  S:  This  date  is  one  of  the  keys  to  the  Seated  half  series.  Beistle  lists 
just  one  die  state  without  drapery.  This  date  is  seldom  available  and  al- 
ways expensive.  Of  the  three  known  proofs  of  this  date  at  least  one  has 
no  drapery.  (I  haven't  seen  the  other  two.) 

1856-  S:  Beistle  lists  one  die  state  without  drapery.  This  date  is  scarce  and 
no  drapery  examples  for  this  date  are  seldom  encountered  for  that  reason. 

1858:  Beistle  lists  one  no  drapery  1858  half  dollar  die  state.  This  date  is 
common  and  the  no  drapery  die  state  just  as  available. 

1858-0:  This  date  has  the  highest  mintage  in  the  Seated  half  series.  Beistle 
lists  one  die  state  without  drapery  which  is  commonly  available.  These 
no  drapery  coins  generally  seem  to  be  found  in  the  lower  circulated 
grades. 

1861-0:  This  is  the  fifth  New  Orleans  minted  no  drapery  half  dollar  I've 
seen.  Beistle  again  found  only  one  die  state  without  drapery  for  this  date. 
I  have  found  no  others  and  believe  this  date  is  difficult  to  find  without 
drapery. 

1865:  Beistle  evidently  never  saw  this  date  sans  drapery  as  he  didn't 
mention  it  in  his  book.  I've  only  seen  one  of  this  date  and  that  in  a  lower 
circulated  grade. 

1869-  S:  Again  Beistle  lists  only  one  no  drapery  die  state  for  this  scarce 
date.  He  gives  it  reverse  characteristics  "small  mint  mark,  S  set  high  and 
centered  in  the  crotch.  It  is  equidistant  from  the  tip  of  the  feather  and 
the  side  of  the  olive  stem".  Anyone  seen  any  others? 

1870-  CC:  This  date  is  rare  and  one  of  the  keys  in  the  Seated  half  dollar 
series.  Kam  Ahwash  estimates  that  30  to  40  exist  in  all  grades  and 
Beistle  lists  only  one  1870-CC  variety  and  that  without  drapery.  All  1870-CC's 
I've  seen  have  had  the  drapery  polished  off  the  die.  Because  1870-CC  half 
dollars  were  struck  without  drapery  I'm  inclined  to  believe  the  obverse  die 
was  received  at  the  Carson  City  mint  in  that  state.  I  have  often  wondered 
as  to  whether  the  obverse  die  for  this  date  came  from  the  San  Francisco 
mint.  The  Carson  City  mint  opened  in  1870  and  may  have  received  the 
same  die  used  to  strike  the  1870-S  no  drapery  half  dollars  from  San  Fran- 
cisco. I  haven't  been  able  to  match  the  1870-S  and  the  1870-CC  dies  as 
yet.  Can  anyone  offer  further  information? 

1870-S:  Beistle  lists  one  no  drapery  sub-variety  for  this  date.  I  believe  this 
date  to  be  under  rated  but  the  no  drapery  die  state  is  periodically  availa- 
ble. 

1873  Large  Arrows:  Recently  I  purchased  a  low  grade  specimen  of  this 
date  without  drapery  and  it  is  the  first  of  this  date  I've  encountered. 
Beistle  lists  no  drapery  information  with  his  identification  of  this  date's 
varieties.  +A 


1877:  This  date  without  drapery  is  also  Beistle  unlisted.  I've  purchased 
one  just  recently  but  have  seen  no  others.  Anyone  own  this  one  also? 

1877-S:  Along  with  the  1846-0  this  may  well  be  the  most  commonly  availa- 
ble no  drapery  Seated  half  dollar.  Bowers  and  Ruddy  always  seem  to 
have  these  specimens  available  even  in  high  grades  at  no  additional 
premium.  Beistle  lists  three  sub-varieties  without  drapery  and  I've  seen 
these  paired  with  Type  I  and  II  reverses.  This  Type  I  reverse  is  also  seen 
with  the  scarce  double  punched  mint  mark. 

Now  it  may  be  worthwhile  to  mention  another  point.  I  don't  wish  to  in- 
fer that  the  dates  listed  here  are  the  only  no  drapery  die  state  half  dollars. 
There  are  many  other  dates  that  have  had  the  drapery  nearly  removed 
from  the  die  by  polishing.  Dates  in  this  category  include  but  are  not  limited 
to:  1850-0,  1859-0,  1860-0,  1860-S,  1868-S,  1875-S  and  1876-S.  Later  die 
states  of  these  dates  would  most  likely  produce  other  unlisted  no  drapery 
sub-varieties.  The  photo  below  demonstrates  a  light  drapery  Seated  half. 
I  would  appreciate  hearing  about  other  no  drapery  Seated  halves  owned 
by  club  members.  The  three  pictures  of  the  drapery  area  of  the  half  dol- 
lars were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at  Paramount  Rare  Coin  Corp.  in  Engle- 
wood,  Ohio. 


BILL  Q.  CARPENTER  RARE  COINS 
★    SPECIAL  OFFERING  ★ 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters 


1838  VG8/G6  $14 

1839  Q-VQ6,  lite  scr.  obv,  nice 
tone  8 

1839  Flne-12  27 

1840-0    No  Drapery,  centered  mint- 
mark,  Flne-12,  original 
toning  29 

1840  With  Drapery,  VF  rough 
surfaces  20 

1 840-  0    With  Drapery,  VF-25  95 

1841  Flne-12  +  ,  Rare  119 

1841-  0     Flne-12  49 

1842  Large  Date,  AG-G  Orig. 

tone  29 

1 842-  0     Large  Date,  VF-20  45 

1843  Flne-12  15 

1843-  0     Small  0,  VG8/AG3  8 

1844  VF-25  35 

1844-  0     F-VF15  19 

1845/5    Recut  5,  Flne-12  17 

1846  VF-20  30 

1847  F-VF15  19 

1847-0    Perfect  Reverse,  VF-XF 

35/40  Make  Offer  

1848  AG  3  13 

1 848       VG8,  original  tone  32 

1848  VF-20  129 

1849  VG-10  21 

1849       VF-XF35  79 

1 849-  0    VG8  / 1 0  Very  Rare  595 

1850-  0     EF40/40,  AN  ACS  graded, 

toned  129 

18510    VG8/G4,  Rare  159 

1 853  Arrows  &  Rays,  VF-XF35 ....  40 

1853-  0    Arr  &  Rays,  XF-40  or 

better  89 

1854  VF-30  30 

1854-  0    Abt.  VF-15  + ,  original 

tone  30 

1855  F-VF15,  nice  tone  20 

1855-  0    VF-25,  original  tone  165 

1855-S    VF-20  119 

1856  VF-20  weak  strike  19 

1 856  0    XF-AU45,  nice  tone  119 

1857  AU-50,  Few  lite  scratches. . .  39 
1857-0     VF-30  35 

1 857-  S    F-VF1 5,  nice  tone  1 59 

1858  VF-30  toned  25 

1 858  0     VF-XF35  toned  79 

1858-  S    Flne-12  89 

1859  VF-XF35,  nice  tone  35 

1859-  0    VF-30,  original  tone  99 

1859-S    Flne-12  159 

1860  VF-30,  rim  ding  32 


1860-0    XF-40  or  better,  once 

cleaned  $95 

1 860-  S    VG8 /  G4,  nice  tone  1 29 

1861  XF-AU45  + ,  beautiful  coin  . .  75 

1861-  S    VG-8  49 

1862  VF-30  35 

1862-  S    F-VF15,  once  cleaned  95 

1863  XF-AU45  110 

1864  VF-XF35  149 

1864-  S    VG-F10,  two  tiny  digs  by 

date.  Rare  225 

1865  VF-25,  toned  149 

1865-  S    VF-30,  dig  In  obv.  field, 

orig.,  tone  85 

1866-  S    VG10/8  toned,  Full 

LIBERTY,  Rare  198 

1867-  S    VF-20,  Rare  185 

1 868       VF-XF35  + ,  rim  ding,  Rare .  239 

1868-  S    Flne-12  65 

1869-  S    VG-F10/12,  few  very  light 

digs  75 

1870  VF-25  149 

1870-  CC  AG-3,  nice  tone,  Very  rare  .  450 

1871  F-VF15  55 

1871-  S    VG8/AG3  toned,  Rare  129 

1872  VG-10  32 

1872-  CC  G6/AG3  toned,  uneven 

strike.  Rare  185 

1872-S    VG-10  Full  LIBERTY, 

Rare  198 

1873  Closed  3,  F12/VF20,  rough 
surfaces  139 

1873      With  Arrows,  VF-20,  lite 

tone  55 

1 874-  S    VF-20,  nice  tone  59 

1875-  CC  VG8/G4  109 

1875-CC  VG8,  Small  scratch  by  date .  59 

1875-  S    Medium  S,  F-VF15  35 

1876-  CC  VF-20  32 

1876-S    VF-30  22 

1876-  S    VF-XF35  25 

1877  VF-XF35  25 

1877-  CC  XF-40,  nice  tone  45 

1877-CC  F-VF15  19 

1877-  S    VF-20  19 

1878  F-VF15  19 

1878-  CC  VF-XF35,  nice  tone  69 

1878-S    F12/VG8,  nice  tone  95 

1881  VF-30,  once  cleaned.  Rare .  149 

1882  Flne-12.  Rare  139 

1888  S    AU-50,  nice  tone  95 

1889  VG-8.  Rare  125 

1890  F-VF15.  Rare  125 

1891-S    VF-XF35  35 
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Regional  Meetings  of  LSCC 


Two  regional  meetings  of  LSCC  have  been  scheduled  for  the  spring  of 
1982.  A  regional  meeting  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Metropolitan 
New  York  Numismatic  Convention  held  at  the  Vista  International  Hotel 
near  the  World  Trade  Center  in  New  York  City.  The  meeting  will  be  held 
at  5:00  P.M.  on  Friday,  March  26,  1982.  Information  on  the  location  of  the 
meeting  will  be  available  at  the  registration  desk  at  the  convention. 

A  second  regional  meeting  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Central 
States  Numismatic  Convention  held  at  the  Five  Seasons  Center  in  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  5:00  P.M.  on  Friday,  April  30, 
1982.  The  location  of  the  meeting  will  be  announced  at  the  convention. 

I  expect  to  attend  both  of  these  meetings  personally  and  would  like  to 
invite  each  member  to  attend  and  bring  with  him  any  coins  that  he  finds 
interesting  and  thinks  would  lead  to  a  discussion  among  those  in  atten- 
dance. We  have  planned  these  meetings  to  provide  members  with  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  Seated  coinage  and  have  found  that  such  ses- 
sions are  very  valuable  in  creating  new  ideas  for  articles  that  have  ap- 
peared in  the  journal.  You  can  never  tell  when  your  experiences  with  a 
given  date  may  stimulate  a  lively  discussion  among  fellow  collectors. 

The  Editor 


HALF  DIMES 


1837  No  Stars,  VF-20,  slfght 

dent  $29 

1838  Strong  G-VG6  6 

1840       W/ Drapery,  AG-G  pitted  9 

1840-  0    W/ Drapery,  VG8/G4  25 

1841-  0     VG-8  12 

1842-  0    VF-XF35,  small  scratch 

on  obv  39 

1843       VG-8  6 

1845       Abt  Fine-10/12  8 

1849  G-VG8  6 

1851-0     VF-30  25 

1851-  0     VF-XF35  32 

1852-  0    VF-20,  small  dig  on  obv  20 

1853-  0    W/Arr.  F-VF15/20,  nice 

tone  12 

1855-0     VF-20  25 

1858-0     VF-30  22 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840-  0     G-VG6  $15 

1841-  0    F-12,  weak  E,  original  tone. .  25 

1847-  0     VG-8  15 

1 848-  0     EF-45,  little  scuf f y  39 

1850  VG-8.  Rare  65 

1860      VF-XF-35,  dark  tone  obv, 

scratch  25 

1869       EF-45  toned  65 


DIMES 


1839       VG-F10  $7 

1840-0    Small  o,  VF-XF35,  scratches 

obv  11 

1840-0     Small  o,  VG-8  8 

1840-0    Medium  o,  VG-F10/12  Rare  .  55 

1840-0    Large  0,  G-4  6 

1840-0     Large  0,  strong  XF-45  but 

rough  15 

18410    Medium  o,  VF-20  19 

1844       Strong  VF-30,  spots  of 

porosity  45 

1845-0    VF30/20  nice  tone,  small 

scratch  59 

1846       Fine-12,  nice  125 

1851-0    EF-40,  nice  tone,  few  lite 

digs  45 

1859-0    Large  0,  EF-45,  very  lite 

scratch  39 

1872       F-VF15  6 

1873-  S    Arrows,  VG-8,  few  tiny 

digs  10 

1874-  S    Arrows,  VG8/G4  porosity  6 

1875-  CC  Below  Wreath,  F12/VG8 ....  18 
1875-CC  Below  Wreath,  VF-30  once 

cleaned  19 

1877-CC  VF-30   15 

1889       VF-XF35  10 


•  All  Coins  Graded  by  ANA  Standards  •  14  Day  Unconditional  Refund 

Take  Advantage  of  these  Toughies  while  they  last.  Prices  good  for  30  days. 

BILL  G.  CARPENTER  RARE  COINS 

P.O.  Box  U-17B1    •    Mobile,  Alabama  36BBB 
Phone  [205]  649-2631        LSCC  #7Q 


17 


Perfect;  Reverse  1847-0  Quarter  Discovered 

Last  summer  at  the  ANA  I  was  studying  the  die  characteristics  of  the 
1847-0  quarter  with  Michael  Vezzetti  in  anticipation  of  preparing  an  article 
on  this  date.  We  examined  all  the  pieces  we  could  find  at  the  show  and 
compared  them  with  several  pieces  in  our  possession.  All  the  pieces  we 
examined  matched  each  other  except  one.  This  piece  was  owned  by  Bill 
G.  Carpenter  and  is  pictured  below.  This  reverse  differs  from  that  seen 
on  most  1847-0  quarters  in  that  the  mintmark  is  placed  further  to  the  right 
and  it  does  not  have  the  lowest  horizontal  stripe  in  the  shield  extending 
out  into  the  left  wing.  Complete  details  of  the  characteristics  of  the 
common  die  variety  of  this  date  are  given  on  page  7  of  Issue  #22  of  the 
journal. 

The  mintmark  for  the  newly  discovered  perfect  reverse  variety  below 
measures  1.3mm  high.  It  is  equidistant  between  the  feather  and  the  stem 
and  is  about  centered  under  the  crotch  between  the  feather  and  the  stem. 
The  mintmark  is  closer  to  the  feather  than  the  letter  R  and  is  placed  fur- 
ther right  than  the  mintmark  seen  on  the  more  commonly  encountered 
variety. 

The  piece  owned  by  Bill  Carpenter  grades  VF-XF  and  is  the  only  ex- 
ample that  I  have  seen  of  this  variety  to  date.  His  piece  has  dark  surfaces 
but  in  my  opinion  is  unquestionably  genuine.  It  has  the  proper  weight 
and  has  145  reeds,  a  reeding  gauge  used  only  at  the  New  Orleans  branch 
mint  to  strike  pieces  from  1840  to  1847.  The  new  variety  may  prove  to  be 
rare  but  it  is  still  too  early  to  make  a  judgment  about  relative  rarity  of  the 
two  varieties. 

The  picture  of  the  1847-0  quarter  was  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at  Para- 
mount Rare  Coin  Corp. 


The  Editor 
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numismatic  portfolios 

p.o.  box  9091  •  bakersfleld,  California  93389 
(805)831-1211 
A  specialist  in  Liberty  Seated  coinage  since  1972. 
Donald  J.  Vettel      ANA  #R-97048      LSCC  #572 

Dear  Collector: 

This  is  my  first  advertisement  in  The  Gobrccht  Journal.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  many  of  you  at  shows  and  auctions  here  in  California  and  I  know  several  LSCC 
members  receive  my  quarterly  newsletter.  Still  I  am  hopeful  that  the  following  statement  and 
listing  can  bring  more  of  us  together. 

First  I  am  interested  in  knowledge  you  have  to  share  about  our  mutual  specialty.  I  am 
particularly  interested  in  Seated  Dollars,  but  my  horizons  have  expanded  to  halves  and  quar- 
ters in  recent  years.  Secondly  I  wish  to  offer  my  services  to  serious  collectors  who  wish  to 
acquire  specific  pieces.  I  know  many  of  you  in  the  East  rarely  get  out  to  California  and  so 
much  nice  "S"  and  "CC"  material  is  available  here  from  private  sources.  If  you  need  a  specific 
item,  I  will  help  you  find  it  for  a  very  small  and  fair  commission.  Lastly  I  stock  a  few  nice 
Seated  coins.  Those  I  presently  have  for  sale  are  listed  below.  You  will  find  my  descriptions 
accurate,  my  prices  fair  and  my  grading  guarantee  simple,  clear  and  meaningful. 

If  you  find  something  of  interest  below,  just  want  to  chat  about  our  mutual  interests  or  wish 
to  propose  a  trade,  I  hope  you  will  write  soon.  If  it  has  something  to  do  with  Seated  quarters, 
halves  or  dollars,  I'm  interested! 

Sincerely,  Don 


Coins  for  Sale  (Phone  orders  taken  between  5  and  9  p.m.  PST)  805-831-1211 


25$: 

1855-S  w  /  arrows  XF-40  +  original  and  scarce  $295 

1874-S  w  /  arrows  XF-40  +  choice  and  original  $210 

1878   MS-60  /  63  brilliant  and  well  struck  $425 

1884  AU-50  /  55  fully  lusterous  and  well  struck  $475 

1888-S  XF-45  choice  with  attractive  toning  $  80 

50$: 

1859  AU-50  attractive  although  once  cleaned  $  70 

1881  XF-45  attractive  toning  and  original  $410 

1885  AU-50  brilliant  and  semi-prooflike  business  strike  $640 

1891  AU-50  gorgeous  deep  iridescient  toning;  pristine  $260 

$1: 

1846-0  AU-50  nice  luster  and  lovely  surfaces  $800 

1856   AU-55  rich  toning,  full  luster,  soft  strike  $850 

1862   VG-10  even  gray  toning  but  once  cleaned  $350 

1870   XF-40  /  45  nice  strike  and  surfaces  $390 

1870-CC  XF-45  nice  surfaces  and  color  for  a  "CC"  $750 


Terms  of  Sale: 

1.  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine  and  will  meet  ANA  grading  board  standards  or  a  full  refund 
will  be  made.  100  day  unconditional  return  privilege. 

2.  Approval  sales  to  regular  customers  only.  Postal  money  orders  and  cashier's  checks  get 
immediate  delivery.  Allow  2  weeks  for  personal  checks  to  clear. 

3.  All  prices  include  postage  and  insurance.  California  residents  add  6%  sales  tax. 
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An  1B45-D  Half  with  Triple  Cut  Date 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1845-0  half  with  a  triple  cut  date  sent  in 
by  Gene  Allen  of  Melbourne,  Florida.  Gene  originally  sold  the  coin  to  a 
collector  without  a  careful  examination.  Several  weeks  later  the  collector 
returned  to  ask  for  a  refund  claiming  that  something  was  wrong  with  the 
date.  The  refund  was  given  and  upon  subsequent  microscopic  examina- 
tion Gene  discovered  that  the  coin  had  a  triple  punched  date.  A  check  of 
the  Beistle  reference  on  half  dollar  die  varieties  indicates  that  it  matches 
the  description  given  for  variety  2-B.  All  four  digits  in  the  date  show  evi- 
dence of  previously  punched  digits.  A  base  of  a  previously  punched  1  can 
be  seen  below  the  1  in  the  date.  The  upper  loop  of  a  previously  punched  8 
can  be  seen  to  straddle  the  upper  loop  of  the  8.  The  lower  loops  of  two 
previously  punched  8's  can  be  seen  below  the  lower  loop  of  the  8.  The 
third  date  is  only  slightly  below  the  strongly  punched  second  date  and  is 
clearly  seen  on  the  coin  if  not  easily  recognized  in  the  picture.  The  base 
of  two  previously  punched  4's  can  be  seen  below  the  base  of  the  4  in  the 
date.  There  is  a  flag  of  an  earlier  5  punch  between  the  flag  and  the  lower 
loop  of  the  5  and  an  extra  segment  between  the  ball  and  the  upright  of 
the  digit  5.  Furthermore  all  thirteen  stars  show  a  double  outline  as  if 
being  repunched.  This  is  truly  an  unusual  variety  and  an  interesting  piece 
for  numismatic  study. 
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On  the  reverse  the  New  Orleans  mintmark  is  centered  in  the  field  be- 
tween the  stem  and  the  letter  F  in  HALF.  The  right  side  of  the  0  mintmark 
is  in  line  with  the  right  side  of  the  letter  F.  The  reverse  has  heavily  im- 
pressed letters  and  most  of  the  letters  are  connected  at  the  base.  Not 
mentioned  by  Beistle  however  are  a  group  of  die  lines  that  run  from  the 
letters  ES  in  STATES  to  the  denticles  that  appear  to  represent  an  un- 
finished area  in  the  reverse  die. 

The  pictures  of  the  1845-0  half  with  the  triple  cut  date  were  taken  by 
Tom  Mulvaney  at  Paramount  Rare  Coin  Corp.  in  Englewood,  Ohio. 

The  Editor 


We  buy  and  Sell 

High  Quality  Rare  Coins 

EDWARD  F.  CZAJKA 

EFC  RARE  COINS 


Member  of  A.N. A.  -  M.S.N.S.  -  L.S.C.C.  -  M.C.C 


Telephone  313-582-3939 

PO  Box  68  Dearborn,  Mich  48121 
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The  Unappreciated  Seated  Quarters 

by 

Bill  G.  Carpenter 

Much  has  been  made  of  the  rarity  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  as  a  series; 
but  I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  another  equally  rare  and  even  more 
interesting  series  of  Seated  coins,  one  which  I  consider  the  most  chal- 
lenging of  all  U.S.  coins  to  collect  —  Liberty  Seated  Quarters.  111  dif- 
ferent dates,  mintmarks  and  a  few  varieties  are  listed  in  the  albums 
available  for  this  series.  (Even  the  albums  are  hard  to  come  by.)  Of  these 
111  coins  listed,  60  have  original  mintages  of  less  than  200,000  and  46  of 
these  60  have  mintages  of  less  than  100,000. 

There  has  been  some  publicity  of  late  concerning  the  recent  sales  of 
the  super  rarities  of  the  set,  the  1842  Small  Date  and  the  1873-CC  No  Ar- 
rows. These  are  of  such  great  rarity  that  the  average  collector  will  never 
even  see  them.  But  there  are  some  really  scarce  coins  out  there  still  to 
be  had,  the  keys  being  the  1842-0  Small  Date,  1849-0,  1866,  1869,  1870-CC, 
1871-CC,  and  1873-CC.  These  are  followed  closely  by  a  long  list  of  only 
slightly  more  available  dates,  including  1840  Drapery,  1841,  1842,  1848, 
1850,  1851,  1851-0,  1852,  1852-0,  1853  No  Arrows,  1857-S,  1859-S,  1860-S, 
1862-S,  1864,  1864-S,  1865,  1865-S,  1866-S,  1867,  1867-S,  1868,  1869-S, 
1870,  1871,  1871-S,  1872-CC,  1872-S,  1873  Closed  3,  1875-CC,  1879  through 
1890  and  1891-0. 

In  addition  there  are  other  varieties  of  the  Seated  Quarters,  some  well 
known,  others  receiving  little  or  no  attention  and  yet  more  to  be  dis- 
covered. These  include  the  1839  Reverse  of  1838,  1840-0  No  Drapery  Mis- 
placed Mintmark  and  Centered  Mintmark,  1841-0  Doubled  Obverse,  1843-0 
Large  and  Small  Mintmarks,  1845/5  Recut  5,  1848/1848  Doubled  Date, 
1853/4  Recut  Date,  1854-0  Huge  0,  1856-S/s  Large  S  over  Small  s,  1873 
Closed  and  Open  3,  1877-CC  Recut  Date,  1877-S/S  S  over  Horizontal  S, 
1875-1877  Type  I  and  Type  II  Reverses  and  many  others  I  have  neglected 
to  mention. 

Perhaps  I  have  been  able  to  add  to  the  list  of  known  seated  quarter 
varieties  with  a  coin  I  have  sent  to  be  included  in  this  issue  of  the  journal. 
I  call  it  the  1847-0  Perfect  Reverse  variety  and  encourage  each  of  you  to 
check  your  coins  closely.  In  closing  let  me  say  that  there  is  still  a  lot 
more  to  be  learned  about  this  exciting,  beautiful  and  still  largely  unap- 
preciated sleeping  giant  of  numismatics  —  Liberty  Seated  quarters. 
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Karri's  Korner 

by 

Kamal  M.  Ahwash 

ANA-ANS-ASA-LSCC 

A  Question  and  answer  service  on  Liberty  Seated  coins. 

Q.  I  have  an  1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays  half  dollar  that  appears  to  have  12 
of  the  13  stars  recut,  six  to  the  left  side  and  six  to  the  right  side. 
There  are  also  a  series  of  die  breaks  from  the  bottom  of  the  cap  to 
the  third,  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  stars.  On  the  reverse,  the  letters  TES 
OF  also  appear  to  be  recut.  I  would  appreciate  your  comments  on 
this  coin.  MW. 

A.  The  1853-0  half  dollar  you  described  is  not  uncommon  with  its  recut 
stars,  die  breaks  and  re-engraving  on  the  reverse.  These  characteris- 
tics are  quite  common  on  dates  from 
the  New  Orleans  mint.  They  minted 
many  coins  from  these  dies  so  they  had 
to  constantly  recut  and  re-engrave  the 
hubs  and  dies.  Your  piece  sounds  like  a 
Beistle  2-B  or  3-C.  I  cannot  tell  sight 
unseen.  I  hope  this  has  helped. 

Q.  I  recently  acquired  an  1842  half  dime  in 
about  Fine  12  condition  with  two  or 
three  dot  indents  in  it  on  one  side. I  also 
acquired  an  1857-0  half  dollar  in  Good 
condition.  They  both  show  about  the 
same  mintage  of  815,000  according  to  the  Redbook.  Checking  numer- 
ous price  lists,  I  have  not  seen  these  coins  listed  for  sale  anywhere. 
Are  these  two  coins  scarcer  than  indicated?  Are  the  dot  indents  a 
practice  which  the  mint  applied  to  the  coinage  for  some  reason? 
I  would  appreciate  any  information  on  these  series  that  studies  any 
variation  of  actual  mintage  figures.  Which  coins  are  better  as  invest- 
ment potential?  RH. 

A.  In  answer  to  your  question  about  the  1842  half  dime  and  the  1857-0 
half  dollar,  neither  is  considered  rare.  The  dot  indents  on  the  half 
dime  were  probably  manmade.  I  have  examined  hundreds  of  1842 
half  dimes  and  have  never  seen  anything  like  that  coming  from  the 
mint.  However  without  seeing  the  coin  I  cannot  be  positive  about  the 
cause.  The  1842  date  in  Uncirculated  or  Proof  condition  is  certainly 
rarer  than  the  mintage  figures  would  indicate.  The  1857-0  half  dollar 
is  not  rare  in  circulated  grades  but  is  quite  scarce  in  Uncirculated 
condition.  I've  owned  several  of  these  coins  in  all  grades.  Mintage 
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figures  are  not  necessarily  accurate.  Many  coins  were  melted  down 
in  the  early  days.  For  investment,  I  would  try  to  get  half  dimes  in  Very 
Fine  or  better  and  recommend  the  dates  as  follows:  1840  With  Dra- 
pery, 1840-0  With  Drapery,  1844-0,  1846,  1853-0  No  Arrows  and  any  of 
the  1863  to  1867. 

Q.  I  am  a  relatively  new  coin  collector  having  only  started  collecting 
again  since  December  1980.  I  used  to  collect  when  I  was  in  grade 
school  in  the  late  1950s,  but  disposed  of  those  coins  when  my  in- 
terest faded.  I  recently  purchased  a  copy  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal 
and  read  the  article  on  the  1872  doubled  die  half  dime.  In  the  first 
purchase  of  my  new  collecting  phase,  I  bought  two  half  dimes.  One 
is  an  1844-0  in  AG-3  condition  and  the  other  was  an  1872  in  Extra 
Fine  condition.  When  I  examined  these  coins  under  magnification,  I 
noticed  something  around  the  word  AMERICA  on  the  obverse  side  of 
the  1872  half  dime.  I  also  noticed  faint  but  definite  doubling  of  UNIT 
in  UNITED.  The  D  in  UNITED  is  open  at  the  top.  Is  this  a  common 
die  variety? 

A.  Consider  yourself  very  lucky.  The  1872  half  dime  you  found  is  quite 
rare.  It  is  not  listed  by  Neil,  Valentine  or  Breen.  I  discovered  it  a 
couple  of  years  ago  and  it  has  been  written  up  in  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  Issue  #13  by  Chuck  and  Marian  Leber.  It  will  also  be  listed 
in  my  forthcoming  book  on  half  dimes.  To  date  perhaps  6  to  12 
pieces  are  known.  The  broken  D  at  the  top  of  the  D  in  UNITED  is  on 
all  1872  and  1873  half  dimes.  It  is  also  on  the  restrikes  of  the  pat- 
terns of  the  1863  and  1864  half  dimes.  Keep  looking.  You  never  know 
what  you  may  find. 
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Q.  Today  I  had  the  opportunity  to  purchase  an  1869  Liberty  Seated 
quarter  in  Proof  MS-60.  I  did  not  know  that  only  16,600  coins  were 
minted  in  that  year.  Do  you  think  that  this  date  is  a  good  purchase 
for  investment?  Why  is  it  that  this  particular  date  is  so  hard  to  lo- 
cate? RB. 

A.  The  1869  quarter  is  quite  rare  in  Uncirculated  or  in  circulated  grades. 
In  proof  it  is  no  rarer  than  any  of  the  other  proof  quarters  of  this 
period.  There  were  600  proofs  made  and  these  were  kept  by  col- 
lectors. The  business  strikes  went  into  circulation  and  but  a  hand  full 
of  them  still  exist  today.  Only  16,000  were  made  for  circulation.  That 
is  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  figures  in  the  quarter  series.  As  for  in- 
vestment, I  would  rather  have  an  XF  than  a  Proof  60. 

Q.  I  am  currently  compiling  information  on  the  number  of  dates  in  the 
half  dollar  series  that  exist  without  drapery  from  the  elbow.  Beistle 
lists  many  and  as  you  may  recall  they  are:  1839,  1845-0,  1846-0, 
1846/5-0,  1853-0,  1855-S,  1856-S,  1858,  1858-0,  1861-0,  1869-S,  1870-CC, 

1870-  S  and  1877-S.  As  this  no  drapery  condition  is  really  a  die  state 
and  not  a  variety,  excluding  the  1839,  I'm  inclined  to  believe  there  are 
others  but  I  have  never  seen  any  other  than  those  listed.  Could  you 
possibly  assist  me  with  your  experience  by  listing  any  other  dates  or 
information  you  may  have  acquired  on  no  drapery  half  dollars? 

A.  You  have  listed  about  all  I've  noticed  of  the  No  Drapery  half  dollars. 
I  haven't  paid  all  that  much  attention  to  them  since  the  no  drapery 
is  a  die  state.  Here  are  some  I  have  seen  with  Partial  Drapery:  1850-0, 
1859-0,  1860-0,  1860-S,  1865,  1868-3,  1875-S  and  1876-S.  There  are 
probably  others.  When  I  say  partial  drapery  I  mean  perhaps  a  thin 
line  under  the  elbow.  These  may  come  as  No  Drapery  also. 

Q.  I  have  seen  a  few  doubled  obverse  1855-0  half  dollars  but  never  an 
1854-0  doubled  obverse.  It  must  be  rare  but  no  one  seems  to  be  able 
to  tell  me  just  how  rare  it  is.  I  would  appreciate  it  if  you  would  an- 
swer this  question  for  me.  I  also  have  an  1871-CC  half  dollar  in  Extra 
Fine  40-45  condition.  Is  it  rare?  JJ. 

A.  Both  1855-0  and  1854-0  doubled  obverse  half  dollars  are  available.  I 
have  seen  a  few  of  each.  The  rare  piece  is  the  1854-0  tripled  date 
and  arrows.  This  is  the  Beistle  5-D  variety.  There  are  five  different 
varieties  of  the  1854-0  doubled  date,  only  one  tripled.  The  1855-0  has 
five  different  doubled  dates  but  I  have  seen  only  one  variety  with  the 
entire  obverse  doubled.  This  doubling  is  not  rare,  just  scarce.  The 

1871-  CC  is  quite  rare  in  Extra  Fine  condition  but  not  as  rare  as  the 
1874-CC.  I  hope  this  has  helped. 
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A  Phony  1870-CC  Quarter 

by 

Kamal  M.  Ahwash 


Below  is  a  picture  of  a  phony  1870-CC  quarter.  First  and  most  obvious 
to  me  is  the  obverse.  The  coin  was  struck  from  an  1870  Philadelphia 
rusted  obverse  die  as  are  all  business  strikes  from  Philadelphia  for  this 
year.  On  the  reverse  the  phony  mintmark  has  been  added.  The  CC  mint- 
mark  on  the  reverse  is  very  badly  placed.  The  feather  tip  should  fall  be- 
tween the  two  C's  which  are  far  apart  on  a  genuine  specimen. 


Phony  1870-CC  Quarter 
Made  from  1870  Philadelphia  Quarter. 


ANA  -  INS  SEARS  &  Lowbucks  We  BUY 

TCC  -  LSCC  4436  Bennett  Lane  SELL-TRADE 

Virginia  Beach,  VA  23462 
SEATED  HALF-DIMES  SEATED  DIMES 

1839-0  V-3b,  VF-35  Scarce  1837   NS  G-4  $37 

140°  Die  Rotation   $  69      1839   AU-50  79 

1849   VF-35  Sharp  42      1840-0  ND  Sm.  0  VG-I0  35 

1849-0  VF-20  Scarce   159      1845   VF-35  29 

1853    Arr  EF-45  Lustrous  39      1847   VF-30  A.3  scarce  79 

1854-0  F-I5    29     1857-0  AU-50  99 

1858-0  VF-30   49     1861    VF-35  A.2  49 

1862    EF-45  Die  Breaks  rev.  .  .  .   49      I875-S  In  wreath  VF-35  Scarce  .  .   99 

1871    VF-25  22 

Others  available.  Request  list /send  wants.  All  coins  in  Bank.  Checks  to  clear;  MO's  expedited. 
7-Day  return.  Add  Postage  /  Insurance. 
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Genuine  1870-CC  Quarter  with  Wide  Carson  City  Mintmark. 


WANTED 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
DOLLARS 

IN 

V.F.  to  E.F. 
PROBLEM  FREE  COINS  ONLY 
Write —  with  Your  Best  Price 

EDDIE  RANDELL 

the  "Collector's  Choice" 

25  E.  HINSDALE  AVE.  A.N. A.  57785 

HINSDALE,  ILL.  60521  LSCC  #32^ 


Except  as  noted,  all  coins  have  original  toning. 
HALF  DIMES  DIMES 

1853       Arr  Sharp  VF  $17     1853       Arr  Few  1t  mks  obv  XF  . . . .  $40 

1858       XF  40     1876-CC  A-6  Doubled  die,  once 

DIMES  clnd,  now  dark  VF/F  100 

1886       XF  20 

1841-0     Medium  0  Gi  $7      QUARTER  DOLLAR 

1846       A-1     F-VF/VG-F  150  LJULLAR 

1850       A-3    VF  20      1858       Strong  VF-XF  35 

1852      XF  42     HALF  DOLLAR 

Please  add  $2.00  postage.  1845-0    B-3H  Cleaned  XF  80 

David  Lange,  532  Joaquin  Dr.,  So.  San  Francisco,  CA  94080 
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An  1839-0  Shattered  Reverse  Half  Dime 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  the  reverse  of  an  1839-0  half  dime  which 
shows  the  multiple  die  breaks  of  a  shattered  reverse.  This  variety  is 
described  in  the  Valentine  reference  on  half  dimes  as  variety  V-2B  but 
very  little  information  on  the  die  breaks  is  given.  This  piece  is  one  of  the 
worst  examples  of  a  shattered  reverse  in  the  half  dime  series  and  is 
worthy  of  numismatic  study.  Die  breaks  run  through  the  entire  reverse 
creating  a  network  of  progressively  increasing  cracks. 

The  first  die  break  mentioned  by  Valentine  runs  from  the  rim  through 
the  first  T  in  STATES,  through  the  wreath  and  on  through  the  H  to  the  top 
of  the  D.  The  second  crack  runs  from  the  rim  through  the  O  in  OF,  through 
the  leaves  in  the  wreath,  through  the  upright  of  the  L  and  on  into  the  M. 
Another  crack  runs  from  the  rim  through  the  I  in  UNITED,  through  the 
wreath  and  into  the  D,  on  to  the  I  and  then  down  to  the  left  ribbon,  through 
the  stem  and  the  lower  left  ribbon  to  the  rim.  Another  crack  runs  from 
the  rim  through  the  E  in  AMERICA  through  the  wreath  and  on  to  the  M, 
down  the  right  leg  of  the  M  and  on  into  the  wreath  and  out  through  the 
second  A  in  AMERICA  to  the  rim.  A  branch  of  the  previous  crack  runs 
from  the  wreath  through  the  tip  of  the  right  ribbon  end  to  the  rim.  A  final 
crack  runs  from  the  rim  through  the  U  in  UNITED  through  the  wreath  and 
out  into  the  field  connecting  with  a  previously  listed  crack  below  the  I.  A 
triangular  shaped  break  also  connects  the  base  of  the  I  with  the  left  leg 
of  the  M.  Has  anyone  seen  a  similar  piece  with  as  many  cracks  or  a  piece 
with  even  additional  breaks? 

This  variety  has  the  Small  o  mintmark  and  the  digits  1  and  9  are  visibly 
recut  on  the  obverse.  The  remains  of  a  previously  cut  1  show  below  the 
base  of  the  digit  1  in  the  date. 
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An  1872  Dime  with  a  2  Punched  into  the  Base 

by 

Kamal  M.  Ahwash 

Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1872  dime  with  an  extra  digit  2  punched 
into  the  base  of  the  rock  between  the  pendant  and  the  digit  7  in  the  date. 
This  is  a  new  variety  which  I  have  called  1872  A-8.  This  blunder  is  similar 
to  the  1868  A-5  dime  that  has  the  digit  1  struck  into  the  base.  I  can  think 
of  a  lot  of  reasons  why  this  happened  but  I  will  not  mention  them  at  this 
time. 

I've  only  found  the  1872  A-8  blundered  die  in  proof  thus  far.  To  date  I 
have  seen  only  three  specimens.  Tom  DeLorey  from  ANACS  sent  me  one 
and  the  other  two  specimens  I  own  myself. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Reading  again  at  random  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  Collective  Volume,  I 
came  across  the  question  asked  by  "MV"  of  Kam  Ahwash  in  the  March, 
1977  issue  (p.  43  of  the  collective  volume),  as  to  the  reasons  why  no  Car- 
son City  half  dimes  were  struck. 

I  believe  the  answer  rests  in  the  inflationary  atmosphere  of  the  mining 
camp,  the  same  thing  that  saw  gold  as  cheap  as  $1  to  $4  an  ounce  during 
the  California  Gold  Rush  (see  Bowers:  History  of  United  States  Coinage 
as  Illustrated  by  the  Garrett  Collection,  p.  334).  Mark  Twain,  in  Chapter 
XVII  of  Roughing  It,  talks  specifically  of  the  absence  of  denominations  or 
prices  under  a  quarter  as  far  away  as  Salt  Lake  City,  and  goes  on  to  tell 
the  anecdote  of  the  'shriveled  quarter': 

Then  I  handed  him  a  silver  five  cent  piece,  with  the  benevolent  air  of 
a  person  who  is  conferring  wealth  and  blessedness  upon  poverty  and 
suffering.  The  yellow-jacket  took  it  with  what  I  judged  to  be  sup- 
pressed emotion,  and  laid  it  reverently  down  in  the  middle  of  his 
broad  hand.  Then  he  began  to  contemplate  it,  much  as  a  philosopher 
contemplates  a  gnat's  ear  in  the  ample  field  of  his  microscope. 
Several  mountaineers,  teamsters,  stagedrivers,  etc.,  drew  near  and 
dropped  into  the  tableau  and  fell  to  surveying  the  money  with  that 
attractive  indifference  to  formality  which  is  noticable  in  the  hardy 
pioneer.  Presently  the  yellowjacket  handed  the  half  dime  back  to  me 
and  told  me  I  ought  to  keep  my  money  in  my  pocket-book  instead 
of  in  my  soul,  and  then  I  wouldn't  get  it  cramped  and  shriveled  up 
so! 

In  short,  even  if  the  denomination  hadn't  been  on  the  way  out,  I  doubt 
there  was  sufficient  local  demand  to  justify  the  expense  of  such  a  coinage. 

Harry  E.  Salyards, 
LSCC  #505 

Perhaps  I  can  shed  some  light  on  the  chopmark  on  the  coin  that  is 
pictured  in  Issue  #21  of  the  journal,  i.e.  It  which  is  the  Chinese  charac- 
ter for  proper,  correct,  real.  This  probably  attests  to  the  fact  that  the 
1860-S  half  is  genuine.  Many  counterfeit  coins  were  in  existence  in  the 
Far  East.  It  is  my  understanding  that  most  chopmarks  represented  a 
particular  merchant's  company  or  surname;  however  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  this  character  does  not  come  into  use  as  a  surname.  I  trust 
the  foregoing  will  be  of  some  use. 

Bill  Maxwell 
LSCC  #613 
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I  received  the  latest  issue  of  the  journal  and  am  especially  pleased 
by  the  survey  taken  of  the  appearance  of  coins  offered  for  sale  in  Coin 
World.  I  believe  that  this  is  a  very  valid  method  of  determining  the  availa- 
bility of  particular  coins.  Of  course  auction  records  are  also  valuable  but 
they  have  the  disadvantage  of  being  weighted  toward  the  dates,  mint- 
marks  and  denominations  that  collectors  are  searching  for.  Also  the 
amount  a  coin  is  expected  to  receive  may  limit  its  appearance  at  auction. 

Robert  E.  O'Brien 
LSCC  #363 


FOR  SALE 

1844-0  Large  O  Half  Dime 

Extremely  Fine  -  40  Condition 
Lot  #3645  (in  envelope)  Bowers  &  Ruddy 
Chesterfield  Collection  Sale 
April  3  &  4,  1981 

$950 

JERALD  HUEBER  LSCC  #243 
6316  Winnebago  Ct. 
Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana  46815 


-WANTED-  -WANTED- 

All  U.S.  Liberty  Seated  Coins,  Average  Circulated,  F/ VF 

•  Paying  $50-75  for  Seated  Half  Dimes,  Average  Circulated  Roll  (50  pieces) 

•  Paying  $50-65  for  Seated  Dimes,  Average  Circulated  Roll  (50  pieces) 

•  Paying  $70-90  for  Seated  Quarters,  Average  Circulated  Roll  (40  pieces) 

•  Paying  $75-100  for  Seated  Halves,  Average  Circulated  Roll  (20  pieces) 

•  Paying  $275-350  for  Seated  Dollars,  Average  Circulated  Half  Roll 
(10  pieces) 

Send  us  your  coins  for  our  cash  or  check,  same  day.  Cash  available  now  or  we  will 
trade  for  any  U.S.  coins. 

ALSO! 

WANTED:  All  coin  collectors  and  Numismatists  to  bid  on  our  choice  variety  monthly 
mail  bid  sales.  Return  this  ad  for  $5.00  coupon  good  toward  any  3  winning  bids. 

RON  KRAUS,  NUMISMATICS 
P.O.  Box  35  Dept  A-l  •  Imperial,  Missouri  63052 

Telephone  (314)  467-3000 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


tif 


NAME 


ACORESS 


CITY  STATE   ZIP 


«*,  SIGNATURE   OATE_ 


>:y  James  Skwarek  •  P.O.  Box  21813 

ijl  Tuckaway  Station  •  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53221 


Libera  Seated  Collectors  Club  S 


=  I 

ffl 

I'M  A  COLLECTORS        DEALERS  COLLECTOR/DEALERD  W 

►  •  « 

YOU  MAYO     "AY  NOTD  [jl 
SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  OIMESD       DIMES  D 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         DOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDC 


W 


i 

► .  < 

I 

55 


Membership  Fee  -  $9.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  £j 
fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $9.00  to: 


I 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or  change 
your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals 
returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new 
location.  In  such  cases  we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and 
provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving 
the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  on  keeping  our  mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that 
you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change  of  address. 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited. 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering  45429 
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TAD  Al  1 A 1 ITV 

TOP  QUALIIY 

TOP  RARITY 

roii^ut  Akin  coin 

DUUVjH  1    AINU  jvLU 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 

COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 

AT  MOST 

MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5% 

FEE 

m  J 

hh?}*  

JULIAN  LEIDMAN 

8439  GEORGIA  AVE. 

SILVER  SPRING,  MD.  20910 

TEL.  301  -  585-8467 

"SPECIALIZING" 
IN 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF-DIMES 

DIMES 
QUARTERS 


BY  DATE,  VARIETY  &  GRADE 

Want  Lists  Solicited. 
Buying  all  "Rare  Coins"  in  my  field. 
Call,  write  or  send  for  realistic  offer. 

KAMAL  M.  AHWASH 

"Knowledge  Through  Research" 
Numismatist 

LM-ANA-1541 
PNG-ANS-LSCC-PAST-PRES 
1-1215)872-4936 

112  S.  Jackson  St.  •  Box  422  •  Media,  Penna  19063 


